
  
  
  

*All Ebola statistics in this report are drawn 
from the Ministry of Health and Social 
Welfare (MoHSW) Ebola SitRep #165, which 
reports cumulative cases as of 27 October 
2014 (from 23 May to 27 October 2014). 

 

  

 As of 28 October 2015, Liberia has reached day 55 of the 90 days of active 

surveillance and has been free of Ebola Virus Disease (EVD) since 3 

September 2015. 

 The third round of the three-day Integrated national polio, vitamin A 
and deworming campaign concluded on 26 October 2015 in most parts 
of the country, with the exception Maryland County which deferred the 
start date by two days. UNICEF supported social mobilization activities for 
the campaign and in the preceding week, among other activities, 
conducted advocacy meetings at national and sub-national levels and 
distributed communication materials, including leaflets, posters, banners 
and t-shirts to all counties. Close to 1,800 frontline mobilizers were 
deployed across the country before and during the campaign. Preliminary 
field reports indicate improved community acceptance compared to the 
last round in June 2015.  

 UNICEF continues to support the Ministry of Health (MoH) with essential 
health supplies as part of the restoration of health services with all 15 
counties expected to benefit from the delivery of hospital beds, 
stretchers, blankets, rain boots and cleaning detergent. 

 As a contribution to the reduction of new-born mortality burden that 
worsened in Liberia during the Ebola outbreak, UNICEF has supported the 
training of 28 skilled staff and district health officers on the Helping 
Babies Survive package in Bomi County from 12-16 October 2015, with 
Infection Prevention and Control Practices in the delivery room a key 
component of the curriculum. 

 The distribution of teaching and learning materials continues and has so 
far reached 4,460 schools, benefiting 270,909 students (26 per cent of all 
students in Liberia) and 21,320 teachers. 

 The Government of Liberia has identified 8,530 (4,032 boys and 4,498 
girls) as affected by Ebola. To date, 15,758 (7,019 boys and 8,739 girls) 
were provided with care and support including psychosocial support 
(PSS). 

 UNICEF Liberia participated in the World Humanitarian Summit/Global 
consultation held in Geneva from 16-19 October 2015, sharing lessons 
learned from establishing U-Report during Ebola and how it was 
effectively used during and after the response. The organizers of the 
summit have requested a similar presentation be made during the final 
summit planned in 2016. 
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113  
Days since last confirmed case 
 

97  
days since last case discharged 
 

0 
laboratory confirmed cases over 
past 21 days 
 

0 
contacts under follow up 
 

8,530 
children registered as directly 
affected by Ebola2 
 

2 million+ 
children living in affected areas 
 

USD 149 million  
UNICEF funding needs until 
December 2015  
 

USD 13 million  
UNICEF funding gap (9%) 
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1Data based on official information reported by Liberia’s Ministry of Health. 
2Government of Liberia has defined the number of children ‘affected’ as quarantined, 
orphaned, unaccompanied and separated children (UASC), in treatment and discharged. 

HIGHLIGHTS 

A healthworker administers polio vaccinations during a nationwide campaign from 23-26 
October 2015 



Situation Overview 
As of 28 October 2015, Liberia has reached day 55 of the 90 days of active surveillance and has been free of Ebola 

Virus Disease (EVD) since 3 September 2015. 

 

Health and Nutrition 
 The third round of Polio National Immunization Days (integrated national polio, vitamin-A and deworming 

campaign) concluded on 26 October 2015 in most parts of the country, except Maryland that deferred the start 
date by two days as a result of supplies arriving to the county late. The campaign is vital to boosting population 
immunity against the possibility of outbreaks from imported wild polio viruses, a lingering threat following the 
impact of Ebola on the immunization programme in 2014-2015. 

 UNICEF continues to support the Ministry of Health (MoH) with essential health supplies as part of the restoration 
of health services with all 15 counties expected to benefit from the delivery of hospital beds, stretchers, blankets, 
rain boots and cleaning detergent. Bong County received 160 stretchers, 34 beds, 4,768 blankets, 313 pairs of 
boots and 456 cartons of detergent last week and distribution will continue in Lofa and Nimba counties this week.  

 The final consignment of the UNICEF procured HIV test kits were delivered last week to the National AIDS Control 
Program to support the revitalization of the HIV/PMTCT (prevention of mother to child transmission) programme 
that was stalled due to kits expiring during the Ebola outbreak. 120,000 pregnant women, adolescents and young 
people will benefit from the use of these kits – Determine, Bioline and UniGold. 

 As a contribution to the reduction of new-born mortality burden that worsened in Liberia during the Ebola 
outbreak, UNICEF has supported the training of 28 skilled staff and district health officers on the Helping Babies 
Survive package in Bomi County from 12-16 October 2015, with infection prevention and control (IPC) practices in 
the delivery room a key component of the curriculum.  

 In the counties most effected by Ebola, 90 severely malnourished children were identified and admitted to the 
Integrated Management of Acute Malnutrition (IMAM) programme out of the 7,787 children under five screened 
for malnutrition from six outreach sites established by Margibi County Health Team in collaboration with 
International Medical Corps and UNICEF.  

 1,059 mothers and caregivers of children under five were reached with nutrition messages on exclusive 
breastfeeding and timely complementary feeding by trained community health volunteers in Margibi County. 

 

Education  
 The distribution of teaching and learning materials continues and has so far reached 1,230 schools, benefiting 

274,481 (above 26 per cent of all students in Liberia) and 21,320 teachers. 

 The training designed to enhance the knowledge and pedagogical skills of the teachers and Parent-Teacher 
Associations (PTA) members in psychosocial support (PSS) to enable them to effectively support the PSS needs 
of the children is ongoing. 6,163 teachers have been trained in pedagogy, and 2,760 PTA members have been 
reached with psychosocial support training. 

 

Child Protection 
 The Government of Liberia has identified 8,530 (4,032 boys and 4,498 girls) as affected by Ebola. The Government 

has defined the number of children ‘affected’ as quarantined, orphaned, unaccompanied and separated children 
(UASC), in treatment and discharged. Orphans are children who have lost one or both parents/primary caregivers 
due to Ebola. To date, 15,758 (7,019 boys and 8,739 girls) were provided with care and support including PSS. 

 To date, 7,858 children (1,837 having lost both parents/caregivers and 6,021 having lost one parent/caregiver) 
have been registered by the UNICEF supported Ministry of Gender, Children and Social Protection (MoGCSP) social 
workers. Of the registered children who have lost one or both parents/primary caregivers due to Ebola, 4,436 
children have received a one-off financial cash grant of US$150 through the MoGCSP.   

 The Alternative Care Coordination body has been reactivated to help improve communication amongst child 
protection actors involved in alternative care response. 
 

Social Mobilization 
 UNICEF supported social mobilization activities for the integrated national polio, vitamin A and deworming 

campaign that was held from 23-26 October 2015. In the preceding week, among other activities, advocacy 
meetings were conducted at national and sub-national levels and communication materials (leaflets, posters, 
banners and t-shirts) were distributed to all counties, which were highly visible during monitoring visits. Support 
to counties was based on their levels of risk with more intensive social mobilization activities conducted for the 



five high risk counties (Bomi, Lofa, Margibi, Montserrado, and Sinoe). More than 1,800 frontline mobilizers were 
deployed across the country before and during the campaign. Preliminary feedback indicates a wide coverage of 
community engagement activities including household visits and community dialogues, and improved community 
acceptance compared to the last round in June 2015. 

 UNICEF Communication for Development (C4D) and the MoH representatives are participating in the Global Ebola 
Vaccine Implementation Team (GEVIT) workshop on Ebola vaccination planning in Geneva, Switzerland, being held 
from 27-29 October 2015. Their presentation is on the experience in Liberia of using extensive social mobilization 
and community engagement activities to increase the demand of and address barriers to immunization.  

 Across all counties, community engagement activities are being conducted on maintaining vigilance against Ebola, 
cross-border Ebola prevention, monitoring and promotion of water and sanitation hygiene in schools, encouraging 
reporting of all deaths, and promoting routine immunization. Over 12,521 households were reached through door 
to door visits and 206 community group discussions reached 10,413 men, 12,476 women, 9,835 children and 563 
community leaders. 

 

Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) 
 “Global Hand Washing Day” (GHD) events were organized in schools at both national and county levels and led by 

the Ministry of Education (MoE) and the President Delivery Unit (PDU) on 15 October 2015 to further advocate 
and promote the practice of handwashing. Over 300 students attended the main event held at the Tubman High 
School in Monrovia and presided over by senior government officials, and received wide media coverage. 
Emotional appeal of the GHD was contextualized to “Clean Hands are Strong Hands”, aligning it with the local 
context against a post Ebola backdrop. During the event, the Liberia Wash-in-Schools (WinS) protocol was formally 
launched by the Deputy Minister of the Ministry of Education. Besides enhancing infection prevention and control 
(IPC) measures in schools, the protocol provides guidance to all stakeholders towards the effective planning, 
implementation and monitoring of WASH programmes in schools in Liberia.  

 Within the context of Ebola early recovery and resilience building, UNICEF in collaboration with WHO, has 
supported the MoH to develop WASH and environmental health in health facilities training modules. A pre-test of 
the training modules was conducted on 22 October 2015 in Grand Kru County involving 33 participants (county 
health officers, IPC focal persons, environmental health technician, hospital administrators and waste 
management staff) from Grand Kru, Maryland, River Gee, and Sinoe counties. The training modules will contribute 
to positive social change towards safer WASH and IPC practices for quality care in health facilities.  

 Still in Grand Kru County, to further strengthen the capacity of the MoH (national and country level environmental 
health technicians) on documentation and information management, UNICEF has provided 17 laptops, digital 
cameras, projectors, external hard disks and cordless microphones to all 15 counties. UNICEF has provided a 
complete water quality test kit to the MoH that will be used by the county health team to conduct water quality 
monitoring and surveillance activities. 

 As part of improving the quality of health service delivery and IPC in health facilities, with support from UNICEF, 
the rehabilitation/construction of complete package of WASH and waste management systems has started in five 
health facilities in Grand Bassa, Lofa and River Cess counties. The work is expected to be completed in six months.  

 

 

  



Programme results 
UNICEF and Pillar/Sector Results for EVD Response 

Liberia, 28 October 2015 

Indicators  
Pillar / Sector UNICEF 

Target Actual % Achieved Target Actual  % Achieved 

EPIDEMIOLOGY 

Registered Ebola children who lost one or 

both parents/primary caregivers 
 8,530   8,530  

COMMUNICATION FOR DEVELOPMENT 

Households reached with interpersonal 

communication on Ebola prevention 
1,000,000 802,469 80% 750,000 727,791 97% 

Sub-prefectures Chiefdoms and/or counties 

reporting resistance/reticence to 

cooperating with front line workers in the 

past week 

   0 1/15  

Households reached with Inter-Personal 

Communication for National health 

campaigns (Integrated Measles, Polio, and 

Deworming campaign) 

   500, 0001 360,744 72% 

Proportion of population surveyed who 

indicated discriminatory attitude towards 

Ebola survivors   

   <3% 
37%2 

(435/1,165) 
 

Proportion of population surveyed who 

rejected alternatives to traditional 

burials/funerals 

   <3% 
17%3 

(194/1,155) 
 

COMMUNITY CARE CENTRES/RITES 

CCCs established  25   12  

CCCs functional   14   8  

CCCs decommissioned  4   4  

CCCs converted/transformed into Alternate 

Care Centres  
 4   2  

RITES pre-positioned for Rapid Response      16  

RITES utilized in hot spot communities      3  

WASH 

Ebola community, treatment and holding 

centres with essential WASH services 
294 24 83% 145 14 100% 

Non-Ebola health centres in Ebola-affected 

areas provided with hand washing station 

and/or WASH support 

   270 270 100% 

People benefiting from household WASH 

kits in Ebola-affected areas 
   450,000 450,000 

 

100% 

CHILD PROTECTION 

Ebola-affected children provided with 
minimum package of psychosocial support 
(PSS) services 

189,630 15,758 8% 189,630 15,758 8% 

Registered children who lost one or both 

parents/primary caregivers due to Ebola and 

child survivors of Ebola who received a 

minimum package of support/nationally 

agreed package, including family tracing and 

3,691 4,436 120% 3,691 4,436 120% 

                                                        
1 Target was increased by 150 000 to cover for  the October Polio, Vitamin A and Deworming Campaign 
2 KAP Survey, December 2014 
3 KAP Survey, December 2014 
4 25 CCCs, 4 transit centres/holding centres 
5 12 CCCs, 2 transit centres /holding centres 

 



reunification or placement in alternative 

family based care 

HEALTH 

Health structures in Ebola-affected areas 

provided with Infection, Prevention and 

Control (IPC) supplies 

   470 270 57% 

Community Health Workers trained in Ebola 

prevention and case management 
   650 650 100% 

NUTRITION 

Ebola patients receiving nutrition support    1,088 988 91% 

Children suffering from severe acute 
malnutrition (SAM) admitted for treatment 

   13,925 8,1996 59% 

Infants 0-6 months who cannot be breast 

fed, receiving ready to use infant formula 
   40 38 95% 

EDUCATION 

Teachers trained in Ebola prevention 12,114 11,082 91% 6,000 5,995 100% 

Schools equipped with minimum hygiene 

package for Ebola prevention compliant with 

protocols6 

4,400 4,619 105% 4,400 4,619 105% 

Children enrolled in schools  equipped with 

minimum hygiene package 
1,153,316 

1,196,0

10 
104% 1,153,316 1,196,010 104% 

Children enrolled in schools benefiting from 

the distribution of learning kits7 
1,196,010 235,828 20% 1,196,010 235,828 20% 

Teachers trained in providing psycho social 

support 
   10,000 6,163 62% 

 

Next SitRep: 11 November 2015 

 
 
 
 

 
Web: UNICEF Liberia Twitter: @ UNICEF Liberia  Facebook: UNICEF Liberia  Soundcloud: UNICEF-liberia YouTube: UNICEFLiberia 

 

                                                        
6 Reports received were from 2 counties (462 new admissions from Margibi & Montserrado counties for the month of September 2015) 
7 The higher number of accomplishment is due to the inclusion of schools that were not included in the original validated list, and schools 
that were not officially registered with the MoE but have enrolled students for this school year. 
 

Who to 
contact for 
further 
information: 

Sheldon Yett 
Representative 
UNICEF Liberia 
Cell: +231-770-26-7100 
Email: syett@unicef.org 
 
 

Deirdre Kiernan 
Sr. Emergency Coordinator 
UNICEF Liberia 
Cell: +231-770-26-7926 
Email: dkiernan@unicef.org 
 

http://www.unicef.org/liberia
https://twitter.com/unicef_liberia
https://www.facebook.com/Liberia.Unicef
https://soundcloud.com/unicef-liberia
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCyl9z79xgFQYyTdSvAsuGhQ

